
Modern Warfare

How was new technology used in World 
War 1, and how did it increase casualties?



Brainstarter

•What event made it possible to create new 
kinds of weapons that were much deadlier 
than previous wars?



Trenches

• What is a trench?

• How did it change battles?



Machine Guns

• What is a machine gun?

• How did it change battles?



Artillery

• What is Artillery?

• How did change battles?



Barbed Wire

• What is barbed wire?

• How did it change battles?



New weapons of WW1

• Tanks

• How did this change battles?



New Weapons of WWII

Tanks

• Tanks - Although tanks were first used in 
World War I, it was during World War II 
that tanks became a major military 
force. Hitler utilized tanks in his fast 
moving Panzer divisions. They enabled 
him to quickly take over much of Europe 
using a tactic called Blitzkrieg, meaning 
"lightning war." Some of the most famous 
tanks from World War II include 
Germany's Tiger tank, the Soviet Union's 
T-34 tank, and the United States' 
Sherman tank.



Airplanes

• How could early airplanes change battles?



New Weapons of WWII- Airplanes



New Weapons of WWII- Radar

• Radar was a new technology 
developed right before the war. It 
used radio waves to detect enemy 
aircraft. The British were the first to 
employ radar and it helped them to 
fight off the Germans in the Battle of 
Britain.



New Weapons of WWII- Communications

• Secret Codes - In order to keep 
communications secret, both sides 
developed their own secret codes. 
The Germans used a machine called 
the Enigma Machine to code and 
decode their messages. However, the 
Allied scientists were able to crack 
the code giving them an advantage in 
battle.



New Technology of WWII- Propaganda

• New technology was also used to 
disperse propaganda. Inventions like 
motion pictures, the radio, and the 
microphone were all used by 
governments to broadcast their 
messages to the people.



Submarines

• What is a submarine?

• How did it change sea travel during a war?



New Weapons of WWII-

• By the end of World 
War II, the aircraft 
carrier became the 
most feared and 
important part of any 
country's navy.



Poison Gas

• How could poison gas change the way battles were fought?



New Weapons of WWII- Explosives

• By the end of World War II, the 
aircraft carrier became the most 
feared and important part of any 
country's navy. 





Essential Question

•What was a World War 1 battle like? 

•Create an American character who will 
write a first-hand account about their 
experience.



Rules

• No hitting  with anything but your ammunition.

• You must stay on you side of the trenches. You can’t cross “No 
Man’s Land.”

• If you are hit, you must simulate a death, then move to the 
reading area until the next round.

• No sore sports, aka have a good attitude. This is just for fun.

• Everyone will help pick up trash after our game is over.



Reflection

• Think about your experience and write one 
paragraph from the point of view of your soldier. 
You are writing home to a family member.

•What emotions are they experiencing? 

•What details about battle can they tell their 
family?



Socrative Exit Ticket

•How was new technology 
used in World War 1, and 
how did it increase 
casualties?


